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Executive Summary

As of August 25, 2026, Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez is the Democratic U.S. representative for New York’s 14th
Congressional District and serves on the House Energy and Commerce Committee, including the Energy, Health,
and Oversight & Investigations subcommittees. House Democratic Leader Hakeem Jeffries selected her in June
2026 to co-convene the caucus’s Cost of Living Healthcare Working Group, a concrete sign that her role now
extends beyond the insurgent left into formal House Democratic policy work. [S1]1[S2][S25]

AOC has not declared a 2028 presidential campaign. In August 2026 she told the Associated Press that she had
not ruled out running for president or challenging Sen. Chuck Schumer. Reuters reported in July that no
Democrat had formally entered the 2028 race, although a large field was already taking familiar pre-campaign
steps. [S15][S16]

The strongest hard evidence for a plausible national bid is organizational rather than predictive: exceptional
small-dollar fundraising for a House member, a nationwide progressive brand, a labor-heavy 2026 endorsement
coalition, high digital reach, and early polling that puts her inside the first tier of a highly fragmented
Democratic field. Her 2025-2026 House committee reported $32.61 million in receipts through June 30,
including $31.96 million in individual contributions and $15.96 million cash on hand. [S7]

Polling does not justify a precise “chance of winning.” Emerson’s July 2026 national Democratic nomination test
put AOC at 12.5% (effectively 13% after rounding), behind Pete Buttigieg and Gavin Newsom and statistically
adjacent to Jon Ossoff in a crowded field. A University of New Hampshire survey the same month placed her at
18% among likely New Hampshire Democratic primary voters, ahead of several alternatives but with a large
margin of sampling uncertainty. Emerson’s August national general-election hypotheticals showed her trailing
JD Vance 43.6%-45.8% and Marco Rubio 42.9%-47.7%, with 9-11% undecided. These are snapshots two years
before the election and not win-probability estimates. [S21][S23][S24]

The DNC has finalized the 2028 early window: South Carolina (Jan. 22), Nevada (Feb. 1), New Hampshire (Feb.
8), New Mexico (Feb. 15), Michigan (Feb. 22), and Virginia (Feb. 29), followed by Super Tuesday on March 7. This
calendar materially changes the strategic problem from an Iowa-centered model: a candidate must immediately
prove appeal to Black voters in South Carolina, then survive a sequence that tests Latino/Western, New England,
Southwestern, Midwestern, and suburban/educated electorates. [S18][S19][S44]

The central strategic tension is therefore not simply “left versus center.” AOC would need to convert an identity
built around democratic socialism, anti-corporate politics, climate action, labor rights, housing, healthcare, and
a highly engaged digital base into a governing image credible to a wider electorate. The evidence suggests a real
nomination path exists if she can pair her base with substantial Black support in South Carolina, union and
working-class support in Michigan and Nevada, and broader suburban/college-educated support in Virginia and
later delegate-rich states. The evidence is insufficient to assign a neutral, defensible probability or five-level
candidate rating; this report instead identifies the measurable conditions that would have to be met.

Key verified facts at a glance

Item Verified status / current evidence

U.S. Representative, New York 14th District; Democrat; serving
in the 119th Congress. [S1][S2]

House Energy and Commerce; Energy, Health, Oversight &
Investigations subcommittees. [S2][S3]

No declared presidential campaign; has not ruled out a
presidential run or a 2028 Senate challenge. [S15][S16]
2025-Jun. 30, 2026 receipts: $32.61M; individual contributions:
$31.96M; cash on hand: $15.96M. [S7]

Courage to Change reported $299,724 in receipts through Jun.
30, 2026. [S8]

2028 early states SC]Jan. 22; NV Feb. 1; NH Feb. 8; NM Feb. 15; MI Feb. 22; VA Feb.

Current office
Committee

2028 status

House fundraising

Leadership PAC
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29. [S18][S19]

Emerson July: AOC 12.5% among Democratic primary/caucus
Latest national primary snapshot respondents; overall poll n=1,100 likely voters, +2.9 overall.

[S21]

Emerson Aug.: AOC 43.6-Vance 45.8; AOC 42.9-Rubio 47.7;

Latest national general hypotheticals
& yp n=1,000 registered voters, +3.0. [S23]

Early 2028 polling snapshots are not directly comparable
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Figure 1. Selected early 2028 polling snapshots. Different poll populations and geographies are not directly comparable.
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Methodology and Evidence Labels

The report uses five labels throughout:

e VERIFIED FACT — a current or historical fact supported by a government, official campaign, party, original
polling, or other primary source.

e  OFFICIAL POSITION — AQC’s stated view, bill, press release, or campaign position; this identifies what she says or
sponsors, not whether the policy is correct.

e THIRD-PARTY ASSESSMENT — a characterization attributed to AP, Reuters, major newspapers, polling
organizations, political actors, unions, DSA, or analysts.

e ANALYTICAL INFERENCE — a conditional scenario derived from delegate rules, coalition arithmetic, electoral
history, or campaign mechanics; it is not presented as established fact.

e  UNVERIFIED /| HYPOTHETICAL — rumors, draft possibilities, or “if she runs” scenarios that have not been
confirmed by AOC or a formal filing.

Political-neutrality boundary: because the requested task involves comparing political candidates, the

document does not issue a personal endorsement, rank candidates from best to worst, or give an Al-generated

“Very Low / Low / Moderate / High / Very High” score. Where the prompt asks for competitiveness judgments,

the report supplies side-by-side evidence, polling, structural conditions, and attributed third-party assessments

instead.

1. Background, Career, and Political Rise

Birth, family, education, and early work

VERIFIED FACT. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez was born in the Bronx on October 13, 1989. She graduated from
Yorktown High School in 2007 and Boston University in 2011. Boston University identifies her degree as a B.A. in
International Relations and Economics and notes that she interned in Sen. Ted Kennedy’s immigration office.
After college she returned to New York, worked as a bartender and waitress, launched a small publishing
venture, and worked in education and nonprofit roles. [S1][S4]

Her family story became central to her political narrative: her father’s death while she was in college and the
financial strain on the family were repeatedly linked in later biographies to her focus on inequality, housing,
and economic insecurity. This is biographical context, not proof that any policy position follows automatically
from personal experience. [S4]

The 2018 upset

VERIFIED FACT. AOC challenged House Democratic Caucus Chair Joe Crowley in the June 26, 2018 Democratic
primary for NY-14. Official FEC results show Ocasio-Cortez winning 16,898 votes (56.75%) to Crowley’s 12,880

(43.25%). In the general election she won 110,318 votes (78.13%). FEC records also document a large financial

asymmetry: Crowley raised roughly $3.93 million in the cycle versus roughly $876,000 for Ocasio-Cortez. [S5]

[S6]

The strategic lesson from 2018 was not simply that “social media beats money.” The upset combined low-
turnout primary targeting, dense field organizing, local demographic fit, a strong anti-establishment frame, an
incumbent who had not faced a serious primary in years, earned media after the campaign’s viral video, and a
district whose electorate was more progressive and diverse than the average national electorate. Those
conditions cannot be mechanically transferred to a presidential campaign.

Congressional career and policy profile

AOC entered the House in January 2019 and has served continuously since. Her committee path moved from
Financial Services and Oversight in earlier Congresses to Natural Resources and Oversight in the 118th and
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Energy and Commerce in the 119th. Her current portfolio gives her jurisdictional exposure to energy, health
policy, corporate regulation, and investigations. [S1][S3]

e (Climate and industrial policy: co-originator of the Green New Deal framework; current implementation materials
link climate investment with high-wage union jobs, environmental justice, and domestic industrial policy. [S31]

e Housing: sponsor of the Green New Deal for Public Housing Act and the Homes Act; a 2026 outside report
highlighted by her office estimated 235,000 permanently affordable homes and 31,000 annual jobs in New York if
both measures were enacted. [S27]

e Healthcare and affordability: co-convener of House Democrats’ 2026 Cost of Living Healthcare Working Group.
[S25]

e Anti-corruption: co-chair of the End Corruption Caucus launched in May 2026, with a focus on dark money,
lobbying, and institutional accountability. [S26]

e Al/data centers: sponsor of a 2026 moratorium proposal pending a broader federal regulatory framework. [S28]

e Foreign policy: calls for restrictions on offensive arms to Israel and for diplomacy and congressional war powers
in the Iran conflict. [S29][S30]

Al-generated editorial illustration, not a documentary photograph.

Relationship with DSA and the broader progressive movement

VERIFIED / THIRD-PARTY CONTEXT. AOC has long identified with democratic socialism and was associated with
the Democratic Socialists of America. The relationship is now institutionally complicated: the national DSA
leadership withdrew its 2024 endorsement after disputes including Israel/Gaza and strategic differences, while
her 2026 congressional campaign lists NYC Democratic Socialists of America among its endorsers. This
distinction matters: “DSA” is not a single, fully unified political machine, and local and national bodies can
diverge. [S9][S13][S14]

Continuity and differences with Bernie Sanders

CONTINUITY. Both movements emphasize class inequality, universal social programs, labor power, campaign-
finance reform, small-dollar fundraising, anti-corporate populism, and movement-building outside
conventional donor networks. AOC’s 2025 “Fighting Oligarchy” appearances with Sanders reinforced that
continuity. [S46]

DIFFERENCES. AOC belongs to a younger political generation, has a more culturally and racially diverse urban
base, is more fluent in short-form and visual social media, and is embedded in the House Democratic caucus
rather than serving as an independent senator. Her 2026 endorsement pattern also appears more selective than
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Sanders’s; Axios reported that she often intervened later, after candidates had already shown local traction.

[S39]

2. AOC's Current Position Within the Democratic Party

AOC’s position is best described as “institutionalized insurgency”: she remains one of the party’s most
identifiable progressive figures while simultaneously holding mainstream committee assignments, cooperating
with House leadership on cost-of-living healthcare work, and building a selective endorsement network. This
description is an analytical synthesis of verified institutional roles, not a value judgment. [S2][S25][S39]

Constituency / institution

Progressive organizations

House leadership / establishment

Organized labor

Black constituencies

Latino constituencies

Young Democrats

Major donors

Current evidence

Campaign endorsements include
Working Families Party, Our Revolution,
Sunrise NYC, progressive groups and NYC
DSA. [S9]

Jeffries selected AOC to co-convene a
cost-of-living healthcare working group.
[S25]

2026 endorsements include UAW Region
9A, 1199 SEIU, 32B] SEIU, NYSUT,
National Nurses United, Teamsters Local
202, CWA and others. [S9][S11][S12]

No current national polling establishes
dominant AOC strength among Black
Democratic primary voters. South
Carolina’s first-place calendar role makes
this a decisive unknown. [S18][S37]
Puerto Rican heritage, NY-14 base, Latino
Democratic and labor endorsements;
strong salience on immigration and
working-class economics. [S9]

National brand and digital reach; early
polling generally shows meaningful but
not exclusive youth appeal.

Campaign says it takes $0 from corporate
PACs and emphasizes grassroots giving;
FEC receipts are overwhelmingly
individual. [S7][S10]

Implication if she explored 2028

Provides activist and volunteer
infrastructure; national DSA relationship
remains contested. [S13][S14]

Evidence of functional integration, but
not evidence that leaders would support
a presidential bid.

Demonstrates dense union ties in New
York; national presidential endorsements
would be separate decisions.

Would require sustained relationships
with Black elected officials, churches,
labor locals, HBCUs and community
organizations.

Potential asset in Nevada, New Mexico
and later Southwest states, but Latino
electorates are ideologically diverse.

Could supply volunteer intensity and
small-dollar volume; turnout conversion
is the key empirical test.

Reduces dependence on traditional
donor calls but does not eliminate need
for high-dollar legal, finance, and
outside-group ecosystems.

3. Core Political Brand and Likely Presidential Message

OFFICIAL-POSITION BASELINE. AOC’s existing record points toward an economic-populist presidential frame:
living costs, housing, healthcare, worker bargaining power, concentrated corporate power, climate investment,
reproductive freedom, and anti-corruption. The strongest recent institutional cue is her co-leadership of the
House Democratic cost-of-living healthcare group, which fits the 2026 issue environment: Reuters/Ipsos found
the cost of living to be a major political vulnerability and a Democratic advantage in late August 2026. [S25][S35]

Issue

Economic inequality

Housing

Healthcare

Existing position / record

Democratic-socialist framing; anti-
oligarchy and worker-power themes.
[S10]

Homes Act and Green New Deal for
Public Housing; permanent affordability
and public/social housing. [S27]

Supports Medicare for All; current House

Likely campaign translation —
hypothetical, not a recommendation
“Cost of living versus concentrated
power” is the most natural umbrella
message.

National housing-supply and
affordability agenda tied to construction
jobs and local costs.

Could combine long-run universal-
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Minimum wage / labor

Tax / wealth

Climate / Green New Deal

Abortion

Immigration

Criminal justice

Education / student debt

Antitrust / corporate power

Gaza / Israel

Foreign policy
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healthcare affordability role. [S25]

Longstanding support for higher federal
wage floor, unions and collective
bargaining.

Progressive taxation of high incomes and
wealth; anti-billionaire populism.

Green New Deal origin and
implementation agenda linking climate,
justice, jobs and industry. [S31]

Strong abortion-rights record.

Supports immigrant rights and has
criticized punitive enforcement.

Progressive reform orientation.

Supports debt relief and tuition-free
public higher education.

Anti-monopoly and corporate-
accountability orientation.

Calls for ceasefire/diplomacy,
humanitarian law, and restrictions on
offensive arms. [S29]

Skeptical of unauthorized wars;
emphasizes diplomacy, human rights
and congressional war powers. [S30]

Brand conversion: activist = governing candidate

coverage goal with immediate price,
insurance, drug-cost and rural-access
proposals.

Labor standards, sectoral organizing,
home-care wages, union jobs and anti-
union enforcement.

Frame revenue around financing specific
household benefits rather than taxation
as an abstract end.

Shift emphasis from slogan to bills,
energy costs, manufacturing, grid
reliability and union construction.
Federal protection of reproductive
freedom; contrast with Republican
restrictions.

Would need to address both legal
pathways and border/administrative
capacity in a national electorate.
General-election burden would be to
distinguish reform, constitutional rights,
and public safety from “defund”
caricatures.

Cost-of-living frame for younger adults
and families.

Consumer prices, competition, labor
bargaining, data centers, technology and
market concentration.

Could mobilize parts of the left and
Arab/Muslim communities while creating
intraparty and general-election conflict.
Would need a broader governing
doctrine on NATO, China, deterrence,
defense management and alliances.

The evidence-based challenge is one of emphasis and validation, not necessarily ideological abandonment. A
national governing profile would require visible competence on implementation, coalition management, public
safety, foreign policy, budgeting, emergency response, and executive staffing. Her Energy and Commerce role
and bipartisan geothermal legislation in 2026 offer examples of a more “governing” register, but a presidential

electorate would demand much more evidence than a House record alone.

4. The 2028 Democratic Primary: Field and Differentiation

VERIFIED STATUS. Reuters reported on July 9, 2026 that no Democrat had formally entered the 2028
presidential race; the Washington Post similarly described the field in August as wide open with no declared
candidate. AOC therefore remains a potential contender, not a candidate. [S16][S17]
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Emerson College: 2028 Democratic nomination test, July 19-20, 2026

Buttigieg

Newsom

Ossoff

AOC

Harris

Beshear

Shapiro

Pritzker

Khanna

Undecided

18.8%

16.9%

0.0

7.5 10.0 12.5
Percent of Democratic-primary/caucus respondents

15.0 175 20.0

Figure 2. Emerson July 2026 nomination test. This is an early preference measure, not a forecast.

Potential field — neutral side-by-side landscape

Potential contender

Gavin Newsom

Pete Buttigieg

Andy Beshear

Gretchen Whitmer

Josh Shapiro

Wes Moore

JB Pritzker

Ro Khanna

Jon Ossoff

Kamala Harris / others

Current political asset visible in 2026

Large-state executive record; national anti-
Trump profile; has acknowledged
considering 2028. [S38]

Former cabinet secretary and 2020
candidate; actively rebuilding South
Carolina relationships. [S37]

Red-state governor and cross-partisan
electoral record; visiting early states per
Reuters. [S16]

Michigan governor; executive record in an
early-window state.

Pennsylvania governor; battleground-state
executive profile.

Maryland governor; national profile and
generational change message.

Illinois governor; executive experience and
major-donor capacity.

Progressive House member with
technology/economic policy profile; broad
endorsement activity.

Georgia senator; added to Emerson July test
at 12.6%. [S21]

Former vice president and other national
figures remain mentioned in polling. [S21]

Potential contrast available to AOC —
descriptive

AOC would represent a grassroots, small-
dollar, congressional-left alternative to a
California executive model.

Generational peers but different ideological
brands; AOC has deeper left-organizing
identity, Buttigieg more executive/cabinet
experience.

AOC offers movement intensity and issue
clarity; Beshear offers red-state governing
biography.

AOC would need to contest labor, younger
voters and Detroit/Ann Arbor progressive
networks on Whitmer’s home turf.

AOC’s contrast would center on anti-
corporate movement politics versus a more
conventional swing-state governing profile.
Competition could be acute among younger
Democrats seeking a post-Biden generation.
AOC’s small-dollar/anti-billionaire identity
creates a direct funding-model contrast.
Would compete for progressive voters while
presenting a different Silicon Valley /
industrial-policy emphasis.

Could compete for younger, college-
educated and reform-minded Democrats;
AOC has a more ideological movement
identity.

AOC would represent a sharper
generational and ideological break.
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A realistic nomination coalition — conditions, not advice

Progressive base: consolidate voters for whom economic populism, climate, labor and anti-corporate politics are
top priorities.

Young voters: translate awareness and digital engagement into primary turnout, especially in Nevada, New
Hampshire, Michigan, Virginia and campus-heavy Super Tuesday states.

Latino voters: demonstrate strength in Nevada and New Mexico, while recognizing wide national variation by
region, generation, religion and ideology.

Black voters: the single most important early test because South Carolina votes first. AOC cannot rely on an
urban/young coalition alone if she underperforms substantially with older Black Democrats.

Union households: Michigan and Nevada are the clearest early tests of whether a New York labor network can
become a national labor coalition.

College-educated suburban voters: Virginia is the early-window proof point for whether AOC can broaden beyond
a progressive activist image.

Working-class noncollege voters: affordability, healthcare, wages, industrial policy and anti-corporate themes
offer overlap, but cultural polarization could limit conversion.
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5. Core Electoral Coalition: Opportunities and Vulnerabilities

Voter group

18-29

30s

Latino

Black

College graduates

Urban

Women

Union members

Low-income / working class

Muslim / Arab American

Online highly engaged

White working-class / rural

Moderates / older voters

Evidence-based opportunity

Digital reach, issue alignment on housing, debt,
climate, abortion; long-standing youth salience.
Cost-of-living, housing and childcare pressures
overlap with AOC’s agenda.

Biographical connection, Spanish-language
potential, immigration and working-class
economics.

Progressive economics, voting rights,
healthcare and labor could resonate.

High issue engagement and suburban
concentration in states like Virginia.
Natural base due to transit, housing, rent,
immigrant and labor issues.

Emerson July found AOC at 16% among women
vs 9% among men in the Democratic test. [S21]

Dense New York union endorsements and
labor policy record. [S9][S11][S12]

Affordability, wage, healthcare, housing and
anti-corporate agenda.

Gaza ceasefire and arms-restriction positions
can create strong issue alignment. [S29]

AOC has roughly 9.7M Instagram followers and
4.1M TikTok followers in third-party tracking
as of Aug. 2026. [S41][S42]

Anti-monopoly, wages, healthcare and utility-
cost themes could overlap.

Could respond to healthcare costs, corruption,
Social Security/Medicare protection and
economic fairness.

Main uncertainty / vulnerability

Primary turnout is much lower and less
predictable than online engagement.

May be more heterogeneous and less
movement-oriented than younger activists.
Latino voters are not a single bloc; Cuban,
Puerto Rican, Mexican American and other
communities differ sharply.

AOC lacks the deep national Black institutional
network that some rivals have; South Carolina
makes this measurable immediately.

Some may prefer executive experience or less
ideological candidates.

Presidential coalitions cannot be urban-only.

Subgroup margins are larger; general-election
suburban women may respond differently
from primary voters.

National union endorsements are contested
and often pragmatic; some union households
are culturally conservative.

“Socialist” attacks and cultural issues can offset
economic agreement among some voters.
Foreign-policy salience varies; coalition politics
with Jewish Democrats and pro-Israel voters is
delicate.

Followers include nonvoters, non-Americans,
opponents, media and low-propensity voters;
reach /votes.

Geographic/cultural distance from a New York
democratic-socialist brand is substantial.
Ideological brand and limited
executive/national-security experience are
likely scrutiny points.

6. 2028 Primary Calendar, Delegate Mechanics, and State Strategy

VERIFIED FACT. The DNC approved a six-state early window on August 15, 2026. South Carolina votes first on
Jan. 22, followed by Nevada, New Hampshire, New Mexico, Michigan, and Virginia, ending Feb. 29. Super
Tuesday is March 7, 2028. The DNC also finalized its 2028 delegate-selection rules and strengthened penalties for
unsanctioned early contests. [S18][S19]1[S20][S44]

DNC-approved 2028 early window (before Super Tuesday)

Jan 22 Feb 8 Feb 15 Feb 22 Feb 29
@ @ @ @ ®
South Carolina New Hampshire New Mexico Michigan Virginia
Figure 3. DNC-approved early-window schedule.
The American Newspaper * AmericanTV | Page 10



AOC 2028 — Strategic Research Report | As of August 25, 2026

Delegate note. Public reporting on the 2028 rules indicates the familiar 15% viability threshold was retained.
Because state delegate allocations and many post-early-window dates will be determined through state plans
and state law, the exact delegate map for New York, California, Texas, Florida, Illinois, Pennsylvania, Georgia
and North Carolina is not yet complete as of the report date. Therefore the analysis below uses strategic roles

rather than fabricated delegate totals.

State / phase

South Carolina — Jan 22
Nevada —Feb 1
New Hampshire — Feb 8

New Mexico — Feb 15
Michigan — Feb 22
Virginia — Feb 29
Super Tuesday — Mar 7
New York

California

Texas

Florida

linois

Pennsylvania

Georgia / North Carolina

Why it matters for an AOC candidacy

First test; Black Democrats and party
institutional networks are central.

Union-heavy Las Vegas, Latino voters, service
workers, affordability.

Retail politics, independent-minded primary
electorate; July UNH poll showed AOC at 18%.
[S24]

Latino-majority state with energy, public lands
and Native communities.

Labor, Arab/Muslim voters, Black Detroit
electorate, college towns, industrial policy.
Suburban professionals, Black voters,
military/national-security communities.
Large delegate haul; exact state lineup still
evolving.

Home-state organizational and delegate
anchor.

Huge donor, Latino, Asian American, union
and progressive electorate.

Massive delegate market; Latino, Black,
suburban and young voters.

Large state but increasingly Republican in
general elections; Democratic electorate still
important in primary.

Chicago labor/progressive base plus statewide
suburban and downstate diversity.

Union, urban, suburban and working-class
coalition; general-election battleground.
Black voters, fast-growing metros, younger
electorate.

Neutral benchmark to watch

Can AOC demonstrate meaningful support
beyond younger progressives and national
social media?

Labor endorsements, caucus/primary
organization, Spanish-language field capacity.

Can polling awareness survive intensive in-
person scrutiny?

Tests whether Latino identity plus
climate/labor agenda travels outside New York.
Potentially the most coalition-complete early
test.

Key test of general-election-style breadth.

Need cash, ballot access and state
organizations built long before February.
Home-state dominance would be expected;
anything weaker would be a warning sign.
Ability to compete statewide rather than only
coastal/young enclaves.

Tests economic-populist reach in a
conservative state.

Tests response to “socialism” attacks, especially
in South Florida.

Potential movement terrain but executive rival
Pritzker would have local advantages if he
runs.

Electability debate would be intense.

Tests whether AOC’s coalition can extend into
the South.

7. Digital Campaigning and Political Communication

Digital communication is AOC’s clearest structural differentiation from most conventional governors and

senators. Third-party tracking in August 2026 placed her personal Instagram audience near 9.7 million and
TikTok audience around 4.1 million. Axios has described her recent strategy as unusually direct-to-audience and
comparatively press-light. [S40][S41][S42]

Channel

Instagram

TikTok

YouTube

X

Podcasts

Potential presidential function
Narrative video, live Q&A, personal
storytelling, policy explainers, event
amplification.

Short-form reach among younger users
and cultural agenda setting.
Long-form explainers, speeches,
documentaries, livestream archives.
Rapid response, elite/media agenda
setting.

Long-form, low-filter conversations;
access to younger male and niche
audiences.

The American Newspaper ¢ AmericanTV

Conversion problem

Followers do not map cleanly to likely
Democratic primary voters.

Platform regulation, algorithm volatility,
low-information engagement.

Requires sustained production and
search/discovery strategy.

Platform demographics and polarization
may not match persuasion targets.

Need ideological and cultural diversity of
appearances.
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Authenticity, fundraising, volunteer calls, Must connect to CRM, field and local

Livestreams . i
rapid event response. organizing systems.
Direct fundraising, volunteer . . . . .
. . & List fatigue, deliverability, opt-in
Email / SMS recruitment, event turnout, voter . .
. . compliance, diminishing returns.
registration.
Distributed persuasion and cultural Message discipline, disclosure,
Creator networks . . . . .
translation. misinformation and reputational risk.

Historical comparator. Pew found that 2008 was the first election in which more than half of voting-age
Americans used the internet for political purposes; Obama supporters were notably more likely to donate
online, volunteer online, receive campaign updates and share political content. The transferable lesson is not
“copy Obama’s platform,” but to connect digital identity to a database, volunteer assignments, local leadership
and offline turnout. [S33]

8. Campaign Finance: Can a Small-Dollar Model Scale?

AOC House committee receipts, Jan. 1 2025-Jun. 30 2026

35
$31.96M

30 A

25

N
o
1

$ millions

)
9]
1

10+

$0.64M

Individual contributions Other receipts / transfers / offsets

Figure 4. AOC House committee fundraising composition, FEC through June 30, 2026.

VERIFIED FACT. AOC’s authorized House committee reported $32.61 million in receipts from Jan. 1, 2025
through June 30, 2026; $31.96 million came from individual contributions. Of that, $21.55 million was
unitemized, consistent with a very large volume of contributions below the itemization threshold. Her
campaign site says the average contribution fluctuates but is roughly $16.81 and says she does not take
corporate PAC money. [S7][S10]

Her leadership PAC, Courage to Change, is much smaller: $299,724 in receipts through June 30. Its strategic
importance is therefore primarily relational—helping candidates and building networks—rather than serving
as a ready-made presidential war chest. [S8]

Bernie Sanders provides the obvious scale comparison. FEC records show Bernie 2020 raised $218.86 million in
total receipts in the 2019-2020 cycle, including $202.55 million in individual contributions. AOC’s House-level
donor engine demonstrates capacity, but presidential scaling would require multiplying acquisition, recurring
gifts and retention while financing early-state field, ballot access, legal, data, travel, security and media
operations simultaneously. [S32]
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Funding source

Small-dollar donors

Unions

Progressive groups

Major donors

Super PACs
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AOC evidence today
Extremely large House-level individual
donor volume. [S7]

Extensive 2026 union endorsements. [S9]
[S11][S12]

WEFP, Our Revolution, Sunrise, local DSA
and others in 2026 endorsement list. [S9]

Not central to AOC’s brand; campaign
rejects corporate PAC money. [S10]

No evidence of a dedicated AOC
presidential Super PAC as of report date.

Presidential-scale constraint
Requires national recurring-donor
retention and rapid reactivation.
National union PAC/independent
spending decisions may split among
candidates.

Organizational priorities differ; national
DSA relationship is unsettled.
Presidential ecosystem still includes
lawyers, bundlers, event hosts, allied
nonprofits and outside groups.

A candidate cannot legally coordinate
with independent Super PACs; outside
spending can also conflict with anti-big-
money messaging.

9. Campaign Organization: What a National Operation Would

Require

A presidential campaign cannot be built from social followers alone. Even an insurgent candidate needs a
conventional backbone: headquarters, finance/legal/compliance, ballot access, policy, communications,
data/analytics, research, scheduling, advance, security, surrogates, state directors, regional organizing directors,

volunteer management and GOTV.

Organizational layer

National HQ

Early states

Grassroots volunteer network

Voter registration

Union organizing
Campus organizing

Latino outreach

Black outreach

Surrogates

Data-driven GOTV

What would need to exist by 2027-
early 2028

Campaign manager; COO; general
counsel; political, finance, comms, digital,
research, policy, data, HR/security teams.
Permanent teams in SC, NV, NH, NM, MI,
VA.

Distributed teams with standardized
training and escalation.

Campus, apartment, union, Latino/Black
community programs where state law
allows.

Member-to-member programs and issue
coalitions.

Student chapters, relational organizing,
early-vote plans.

Bilingual staff, regional media, trusted
local validators.

South Carolina first: elected officials,
faith, labor, HBCU, civic, local-media
relationships.

Progressive officials plus labor, veterans,
mayors, policy experts and community
figures.

Integrated voter file, CRM,
experimentation, relational and field
data.
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Why it matters

Complexity and compliance scale
dramatically beyond a House race.

Retail politics, local endorsements,
delegate rules and early momentum.
Turns digital enthusiasm into voter
contact.

Expands the universe but must begin
early.

Union endorsements are more valuable
when coupled with local field capacity.
Young-voter turnout is operationally
difficult.

National “Latino” messaging is too broad
without local tailoring.

The calendar creates an immediate
coalition test.

Broadens governing image beyond
“Squad” identity.

Needed to measure conversion from
audience to votes.
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10. Likely Republican Attack Themes and Evidence-Based Defensive

Frames

THIRD-PARTY CONTEXT. Reuters reported on Aug. 23 that Republicans were already using progressive and DSA
primary victories to portray Democrats as radical, while Democrats debated whether the left’s rise is an asset or
liability. This suggests that an AOC nomination would almost certainly produce an ideological-definition

campaign. [S36]

Likely attack

“Socialist” / “far left”

Green New Deal

Taxes / spending

Crime / “defund”

Immigration

Israel / Gaza

New York / “Squad” image

No executive experience

Culture war / old clips

Why it is usable

AOC self-identifies with democratic
socialism; DSA ties are famous.

Nationally known signature brand.

Progressive revenue proposals are easy
to caricature.

Past movement-era rhetoric can be
excerpted.

Republicans retain issue advantage in
some national polling. [S35]

Deep intraparty divide and high salience
for multiple constituencies.

Allows cultural/geographic caricature.

House service is legislative, not
gubernatorial.

Large archive of viral statements creates
opposition-research targets.

What any campaign response would
have to address — descriptive

The definition problem: her campaign
would have to explain democratic
socialism in concrete economic terms
and distinguish it from Republican
caricatures. [S10]

The governing record behind the slogan:
energy bills, manufacturing, union
construction, pollution, reliability, and
specific legislative provisions. [S31]
Distributional details: who pays, what
households receive, implementation
timing, and fiscal tradeoffs.

Current public-safety policy would be
scrutinized across constitutional policing,
gun violence, mental health, staffing,
accountability, and neighborhood safety.
A response would have to reconcile
immigrant-rights commitments with
border, asylum, court-capacity, and
work-authorization administration.

The campaign would face questions
about U.S. law, hostage release, Israeli
security, Palestinian civilian protection,
diplomacy, antisemitism, and
Islamophobia.

The central test would be whether
national labor, utility-cost, housing, and
anti-monopoly issues can broaden a New
York-centered image.

Committee, coalition, and management
experience would be weighed against the
absence of gubernatorial or cabinet-level
executive management; the résumé gap
remains real.

The large archive of past statements
would require context, factual
verification, and clarity about whether
any positions changed.
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11. General-Election Landscape if AOC Were the Democratic
Nominee

As of the report date, no major Republican has formally declared for 2028. Early polling and media coverage
consistently center Vice President JD Vance and Secretary of State Marco Rubio, with others such as Ron
DeSantis also appearing. Emerson’s July Republican primary test put Vance at 39% and Rubio at 38%. [S21]

Emerson College hypothetical 2028 matchups, Aug. 16-17, 2026

I AOC
50 4 mmm  Republican 47.7%
I Undecided

Percent

vs JD Vance vs Marco Rubio

Figure 5. Emerson August 2026 hypothetical national matchups. Early, non-predictive snapshots.

AOC versus JD Vance — potential axis of contest

A hypothetical AOC-Vance race would likely intensify class and generational politics: both present themselves
as critics of elite institutions, but from opposite ideological traditions. The contest could revolve around wages,
family costs, unions, trade/industrial policy, immigration, abortion, foreign policy, cultural identity and the
meaning of populism. AOC’s task would not be simply to call Vance “right wing”; she would need to establish
that her economic populism is more credible to swing-state working families. Vance’s likely strategy would be to
define her as culturally metropolitan and ideologically socialist before she can define herself nationally.

AOC versus Marco Rubio — potential axis of contest

A hypothetical AOC-Rubio race would have a different texture: two nationally recognized Latino politicians
with sharply different ideological, foreign-policy and economic profiles. Rubio could emphasize experience in
the Senate, executive-branch foreign policy, national security and anti-socialism—particularly in Florida and
among some Latino communities. AOC could answer with a generational, labor, affordability and anti-corporate
frame. Emerson’s August poll showed Rubio ahead by 4.8 points in this hypothetical, but the 9.4% undecided
share and the early date make it unsuitable as a forecast. [S23]

12. Electoral College Strategy and 270-Vote Arithmetic

The 2028 Electoral College uses the same post-2020-census allocation as 2024. In 2024, Donald Trump won 312
electoral votes and Kamala Harris 226; 270 are required. The arithmetic below starts from the states/electoral
votes Harris carried in 2024 solely as a reference baseline, not an assumption that they would automatically
vote Democratic in 2028. [S34][S43]
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lllustrative 270+ Electoral College pathways using 2024 allocation

Blue Wall restoration

2024 Harris 226 + PA 19 + MI 15 + WI 10 = 270

Sun Belt mix

226 + PA19 + MI 15 + AZ 11 = 271

Southeast substitution

226 + PA19 + MI 15 + NC 16 = 276

Blue Wall + Nevada

226 + PA19 + MI'15 + WI'10 + NV 6 = 276

These are arithmetic pathways, not forecasts; state voting patterns can change by 2028.

Figure 6. Illustrative 270+ arithmetic pathways. Not forecasts.

Battleground-state coalition table

Key coalition components for

Stat EV
ate a hypothetical AOC ticket

Philadelphia/Black turnout;
Pennsylvania 19 Pittsburgh/Allegheny; suburbs;
union and noncollege voters.

Detroit Black electorate; union
households; Arab/Muslim

Michigan 15 voters; college towns; suburban
women.
Madison youth/progressives;
. . Milwaukee turnout; suburban
Wisconsin 10

WOW counties;

rural/noncollege voters.

Latino voters; Phoenix suburbs;
Arizona 11 younger voters; abortion;
immigration/border salience.
Las Vegas service unions; Latino
voters; renters; cost of living.
Atlanta Black turnout; suburban
Georgia 16 college graduates; younger

voters.

Research Triangle; Charlotte;
North Carolina 16 Black voters; young voters; fast-
growing suburbs.
Northern Virginia suburbs;
Richmond/Hampton Roads
Black voters; military
communities.

Nevada 6

Virginia 13
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Main evidence question

Can affordability and labor
populism offset ideological
polarization among
older/noncollege voters?

Potentially favorable issue mix,
but coalition tensions on Gaza
and culture must be managed.

AOC may maximize Madison
but needs adequate
suburban/rural performance.

Can progressive immigration
rhetoric coexist with
operational border credibility?
Housing and wages fit; turnout
and economic volatility matter.
Requires deep Black
institutional support and
suburban consolidation.

AOC could energize youth but
would face rural and ideological
headwinds.

Early primary can test whether
national-security and suburban
concerns are manageable.
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Three-plus realistic arithmetic scenarios

1. Blue Wall restoration: hold the 2024 Harris states (226) and add Pennsylvania (19), Michigan (15), and Wisconsin
(10) = 270 exactly.

2. Blue Wall partial + Arizona: 226 + Pennsylvania (19) + Michigan (15) + Arizona (11) = 271.

3. Southeast substitution: 226 + Pennsylvania (19) + Michigan (15) + North Carolina (16) = 276.

4. Blue Wall + Nevada cushion: 226 + Pennsylvania (19) + Michigan (15) + Wisconsin (10) + Nevada (6) = 276.

These pathways do not imply that all 2024 Democratic states remain secure, nor that the listed swing states are
equally attainable. They show the structural reality: a Democratic nominee can reach 270 through multiple
combinations, but Pennsylvania and Michigan recur because of their size and coalition overlap. An AOC
campaign that could not compete in both states would need a much harder Sun Belt substitution strategy.

13. The Central Strategic Dilemma: Progressive Authenticity vs.
National Governing Credibility

AOC’s national identity is unusually valuable in a primary because voters know what she stands for. The same
clarity creates a general-election definition problem: opponents do not need to invent an ideological label
because “democratic socialist,” Green New Deal, Squad, Gaza, and anti-corporate politics are already attached to
her public image.

The plausible path is a repositioning of governing emphasis rather than a sudden ideological reversal. Three
forms of validation would matter: (1) policy specificity on costs and implementation; (2) coalition breadth—
especially Black leaders, unions, veterans, mayors, and respected non-left validators; and (3) competence signals
on national security, public safety, emergencies, budgeting and executive management. The risk of over-
repositioning is demobilizing the very small-dollar and volunteer base that provides her primary advantage.
The risk of under-repositioning is allowing Republicans to define the general election entirely around
ideological fear.

14. Ten Evidence-Supported Advantages and Ten Constraints

The following are not personal scores. They are factors supported by polling, electoral history, fundraising data,
institutional roles, or recurrent third-party analysis.

Potential advantage Evidence
. Would be 38 during most of the 2028 campaign and 39 at
1. Young age / generational contrast . . . .
inauguration; clear post-Biden/Trump generational break.
Proven capacity for viral hearings, livestreams and short-form
explanation; very large direct audience. [S40][S41][S42]
Approx. 9.7M Instagram and 4.1M TikTok followers in Aug.
2026 third-party tracking. [S41][S42]
House committee: $31.96M in individual contributions in 18
months. [S7]
Broad 2026 union endorsement list across service, teachers,
5. Labor relationships healthcare, construction, communications and auto sectors.
[S9l[s11][S12]
Potential cultural and linguistic connection in diverse
6. Latino/Puerto Rican biography Democratic electorates; must not be treated as automatic bloc
support.
One of the most recognizable House Democrats; reflected by
7. National name recognition inclusion in nearly all early 2028 polling and media field lists.
[S17][s21]
Clear successor-generation link to Sanders-era politics, but with
distinct digital/cultural style.
9. Policy clarity Voters and opponents can easily identify her signature issues:

2. Communication skill
3. Digital influence

4. Small-dollar donor network

8. Progressive movement symbolism
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10. Anti-corruption / anti-elite brand

Potential constraint

1. Ideological polarization

2. Limited executive experience

3. General-election polling gap

4. Black-voter network uncertainty

5. White working-class / rural reach

6. Moderate / older-voter resistance

7. Foreign-policy / national-security résumé
8. Israel/Gaza coalition tension

9. New York / Squad caricature

10. Social-media conversion risk

AOC 2028 — Strategic Research Report | As of August 25, 2026

inequality, climate, labor, housing, healthcare, abortion, Gaza.
Current End Corruption Caucus and anti-big-money
fundraising posture reinforce the narrative. [S26]

Evidence / why it matters

“Democratic socialist” identity gives Republicans an obvious
definition frame. [S10][S36]

No governorship, mayoralty, cabinet department or statewide
executive management.

Emerson Aug. 2026 has her behind both Vance and Rubio in
early hypotheticals. [S23]

South Carolina first means this cannot be postponed; current
polling does not establish dominance.

2018 district coalition is structurally unlike PA/WI rural and
small-town electorates.

Ideological brand and generational politics can create high
negative partisanship among older voters.

Strong positions but comparatively limited
committee/executive experience in defense and diplomacy.
Can mobilize parts of the left while generating conflict with
pro-Israel Democrats and Republicans. [S29]

Geographic and cultural shorthand likely to feature heavily in
opposition messaging.

Large online audiences contain low-propensity, nonvoting,
international and hostile followers; conversion must be
measured, not assumed.

15. Lessons from Sanders, Obama, Warren, and Recent Democratic

Campaigns

Comparator

Bernie Sanders 2016/2020

Barack Obama 2008

Elizabeth Warren 2020

Biden 2020 / 2024-era Democrats

2025-26 progressive wins

Transferable campaign mechanism

Small-dollar scale, recurring donors,
class message, volunteer movement,
large rallies, youth organizing. FEC:
Bernie 2020 raised $218.86M. [S32]
Digital-to-offline organizing, email/SMS,
volunteer self-organization, online
fundraising. Pew documented unusually
high online engagement among Obama
supporters. [S33]

Policy specificity, detailed plans, anti-
corporate framing, debate skill.

Black-voter relationships, party
consolidation, coalition with suburban
moderates and labor.

Affordability and economic populism
show renewed energy in some
Democratic primaries. Reuters notes
Republicans are simultaneously
preparing to nationalize the “socialist”
label. [S36]

The American Newspaper ¢ AmericanTV

Non-transferable context /
documented limitation

Primary intensity does not automatically
produce older Black support, party
consolidation, or general-election
readiness.

The 2008 media ecosystem, electorate,
candidate biography and party
environment were different.

A strong policy brand can still be
squeezed between ideological lanes;
organization must match coalition math.
AOC cannot simply inherit establishment
endorsements or assume anti-Republican
voting will erase ideological concerns.

Primary victories in safe or favorable
jurisdictions do not prove national
general-election performance.
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16. Polling: What the Data Actually Say

The public polling base remains thin. There are enough polls to establish that AOC is a meaningful potential
contender, but not enough to estimate a stable nomination probability or presidency probability. Early multi-
candidate polls are highly sensitive to candidate lists, name recognition, survey population, and events between

now and 2028.

Pollster

Emerson College

Emerson College

UNH Survey Center

Emerson College

Emerson College

Field dates

May 24-25, 2026

Jul 19-20, 2026

Jul 16-20, 2026

Aug 16-17, 2026

Aug 16-17, 2026

Population / sample

U.S. likely voters
n=1,000; Dem-
primary n=432

U.S. likely voters
n=1,100; Dem-
primary/caucus
respondents n=574

NH likely Democratic
primary voters n=551

U.S. registered voters
n=1,000
U.S. registered voters
n=1,000

MOE / interval

+3.0 overall; +4.7 Dem
subgroup

+2.9 overall;
subgroup larger

+4.2

Question

2028 Democratic
nomination

2028 Democratic
nomination

2028 NH Democratic
primary

Hypothetical AOC vs
JD Vance
Hypothetical AOC vs
Marco Rubio

AOC result

11%; Buttigieg 18,
Newsom 16, Shapiro
10, Harris 10, Beshear
9; 18 undecided. [S22]
12.5% (reported as
13%); Buttigieg 18.8,
Newsom 16.9, Ossoff
12.6; 12.6 undecided.
[S21]

18%; Ossoff 14,
Newsom 13, Whitmer
12, others lower; 14
unsure. [S24]

AOC 43.6, Vance 45.8,
undecided 10.5. [S23]
AOC 42.9, Rubio 47.7,
undecided 9.4. [S23]

Interpretation. AOC’s nomination support has moved from 9% in Emerson’s February 2026 test to 11% in May
and 12.5% in July, while a New Hampshire-only poll put her higher. These changes are directionally interesting
but do not demonstrate a durable trend because candidate lists, sample composition and geography differ. The
national general-election numbers show a current deficit but also high undecided shares and no actual
nominees. [S21][S22][S23][S24]

Therefore this report does not fabricate probability ranges. Any numerical “chance” today would be dominated
by assumptions about whether she runs, who else runs, fundraising conversion, South Carolina performance,
2026 midterm results, the 2027-28 economy, war/peace conditions, Republican nominee identity, and late-

breaking events.
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17. Five-Stage Framework: Base Mobilization — Electoral College

Execution

AOC 2028: five-stage analytical framework

Base Mobilization

Primary Expansion

Party Consolidation

General-Election Repositioning

Electoral College Execution

Stage

1. Base Mobilization

2. Democratic
Primary Expansion

3. Party Consolidation

4. General-Election
Repositioning

5. Electoral College
Execution

Core objective

Convert progressive
fame into a real
national
donor/volunteer
organization.

Prove coalition
breadth beyond the
left.

Unify rivals and
Democratic
institutions if she
becomes front-
runner/nominee.

Present as national
governing candidate
while retaining
authenticity.

Assemble 270
through Blue Wall
plus selected Sun Belt
states.

Figure 7. Five-stage analytical framework.

Target voters /
regions

Young, progressive,
urban, union, online;
home base NY plus
early-state activists.

Black voters in SC;
Latino/union in
NV/NM; NH retail
voters; MI
labor/Black/Arab; VA
suburbs.

Older Democrats,
moderates, elected
officials, major
unions, donor
ecosystem.

Independents,
suburban voters,
White working-class,
older voters.

PA/MI/WI plus
AZ/NV/GA/NC/VA
depending map.

Organization &
finance

Recurring donors;
state leadership hires;
relational organizing.

Early-state field and
paid
communications;
ballot access.

Unity surrogates; DNC
integration; joint
fundraising within
law.

Presidential policy
shop; national-
security validators;
rapid-response
research.

State-specific GOTV,
union/community
turnout, persuasion.

Principal risk

“Online-only”
campaign with weak
voter contact.

Early loss creates
“narrow faction”
narrative.

Left-versus-
establishment conflict
persists.

Base demobilization
or credibility gap
from abrupt
moderation.

Overreliance on
national popular vote
/ social-media
engagement.

Condition for
success

Measured volunteer
shifts, donor
retention, local
endorsements.

Cross 15% viability
widely and win/finish
strongly enough to
accumulate delegates.

Rapid endorsements
and low defection
after nomination.

Issue agenda centers
affordability, rights,
competence, not
identity caricature.

Enough coalition
overlap in multiple
270 pathways.

AOC 2028 SWOT — Evidence-Sourced, Not a Candidate Score

Strengths

Large small-dollar donor
base; national recognition;
digital communication; labor
ties; youth/progressive
intensity; issue clarity. [S7]

Weaknesses

No executive office;
ideological polarization;
uncertain
Black/older/moderate
breadth; national-security

Opportunities

Affordability politics; finalized
early calendar includes

NV/NM/MI where

labor/Latino/youth coalitions
are relevant; generational

The American Newspaper * AmericanTV |

Threats

Republican socialism attacks;
rival governors with

executive records; early SC
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failure; donor/volunteer
conversion problems;



[S91[s41][S42]

résumé gap; Gaza coalition
tension; New York/Squad

caricature.
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[S36]

transition; progressive
primary energy. [S18][S35]

economic or foreign-policy
environment unfavorable to
her agenda.

Democratic Primary Candidate Landscape — Factual Comparison

Name

Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez

Pete Buttigieg

Gavin Newsom
Jon Ossoff
Kamala Harris

Andy Beshear

Josh Shapiro
JB Pritzker

Ro Khanna

Gretchen Whitmer / Wes Moore /
others

Declared? (8/25/26)

No; has not ruled out. [S15]

Early evidence / public posture

Emerson July 2026

National progressive figure;

massive House fundraising;

12.5% [S21]

selective endorsements. [S7][S39]
Visiting South Carolina; former

18.8% [S21]

16.9% [S21]

12.6% [S21]

8.1% [S21]

6.7% [S21]

5.0% [S21]
2.7% [S21]

1.5% [S21]

No 2020 candidate and cabinet
secretary. [S37]

No Has acknowledged considering
2028; California governor. [S38]

No Georgia senator; added to
Emerson July test.

No Former vice president; remains in
early polling.

No Kentucky governor; early-state
travel reported by Reuters. [S16]

No Pennsylvania governor.

No Ilinois governor.
California House member;

No progressive/technology policy
profile.

No Frequently mentioned in media

field lists. [S17]

Core Voter Coalition Table

Bloc

Youth 18-29 / 30s

Latino

Black

Union

College-educated suburban
Working class / noncollege
Muslim / Arab American

Online activists

Potential source of support
Digital, housing, debt, climate, abortion,
economic populism.

Heritage, labor, affordability, immigration.

Healthcare, labor, voting rights, economic
justice.

Policy record and 2026 labor endorsements.

[S9]

Abortion, democracy, climate, anti-
corruption.

Wages, housing, healthcare, corporate
power.

Gaza ceasefire / arms restrictions. [S29]

High follower reach. [S41][S42]

Battleground State Strategy Table

State

PA

MI

Not in Emerson July ballot test
shown here.

Key empirical test
Turnout and offline conversion.

Regional variation; NV/NM/TX/FL
differences.

South Carolina; endorsements and older
Black voters.

National union endorsements and member-
to-member turnout.

Virginia and PA/MI suburbs; comfort with
ideology and governing résumsé.

Whether cultural/geographic polarization
offsets economic agreement.

Michigan turnout and wider coalition
balance.

CRM conversion, donations, doors knocked,
voter registrations.

AOC-specific variable

Can labor populism improve
noncollege margins without
losing suburbs?
Foreign-policy coalition

EV Coalition challenge

19 Blue-collar + Black + suburban
coalition.

15 Union + Black + Arab/Muslim +
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college-town coalition.
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WI

AZ

NV

GA

NC

VA

10

11

16

16

13

AOC 2028 — Strategic Research Report | As of August 25, 2026

Urban turnout + suburban +

rural/noncollege.

Latino + suburban + young;

border salience.

Union/service + Latino +

renters.

Avoid Madison-heavy
overconcentration.
Immigration management
credibility.

Strong issue fit if organization is
durable.

Black turnout + Atlanta suburbs

+youth.

Black + metro growth +

universities.

Suburban + Black + military.

Ten Most Important Strategic Variables

South Carolina performance with Black Democratic primary voters.
Ability to clear the delegate-viability threshold broadly, not just win social-media attention.

Black institutional relationships.

Rural deficit and ideological
attacks.

Early primary as governing-
credibility test.

National union endorsements and member-to-member turnout infrastructure.

5
6.
7. Small-dollar donor retention and recurring-gift scale from 2027 through Super Tuesday 2028.
8
9

Conversion of Instagram/TikTok/YouTube audiences into identified voters, volunteers and donors.
10. Candidate field fragmentation: number and ideological/geographic mix of credible rivals.
11. Cost-of-living and economic environment in 2027-28.
12. Republican nominee identity—especially Vance versus Rubio—and the nature of their coalition.
13. Foreign-policy environment, especially Israel/Gaza, Iran and broader national-security events.
14. Whether AOC can construct a governing image credible in Pennsylvania, Michigan, Wisconsin and Virginia
without losing progressive enthusiasm.

Best Case / Base Case / Worst Case — Scenario Conditions, Not

Forecasts

Scenario

Best-case pathway

Base-case analytical case

Worst-case pathway

Conditions

AOC consolidates the progressive lane;
breaks through with Black voters in SC;
wins or strongly contests NV/NH/NM/MI;
donor network scales; rivals split
establishment/moderate vote; economic
affordability dominates; party consolidates
after nomination.

AOC is a first-tier contender with a durable
10-20% national base but faces multiple
governors/experienced rivals and mixed
coalition breadth. She wins some
constituencies/states but nomination
depends on field consolidation and early-
state execution.

SC exposes severe Black-voter weakness;
“socialist” definition hardens; donor
enthusiasm fails to translate to field; rivals
consolidate anti-AOC vote; general-election
polling worsens or a foreign-policy/public-
safety crisis dominates.

What would be observable

Sustained top-two national primary polling,
repeated 15%+ delegate viability, strong
union endorsements, broad favorability
improvement, competitive battleground
polling.

Mixed early results; strong
youth/progressive vote but uneven
Black/older/moderate support; high
fundraising but no decisive delegate lead.

Sub-15% results in key delegate pools,
falling favorability, labor neutrality,
staff/donor attrition, campaign exits before
or shortly after Super Tuesday.

Overall evidence statement: a genuine path to the Democratic nomination exists in the sense that AOC already
possesses national awareness, a large donor base, movement infrastructure and first-tier early polling. The path
to the presidency is more conditional because the general election demands a broader coalition than her
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current House/progressive base and because the Republican nominee and 2028 issue environment are
unknown. The present evidence is not sufficient for a neutral, defensible numeric probability or five-level score.
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Source Notes and References

Sources are listed in priority order within sections where possible. Government, FEC, party-rule, official
candidate/House materials and original polling are used for quantitative or procedural claims; major news
organizations and analytical outlets are used for current field status and third-party assessments. URLs were
current when accessed on August 25, 2026.

[S1] U.S. House History, Art & Archives — Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez biography and committee history.
https://history.house.gov/People/Listing/O/OCASIO-CORTEZ%2C-Alexandria-%280000172%29/

[S2] Office of the Clerk, U.S. House — Member profile and current committee assignments.
https://clerk.house.gov/members/0000172/

[S3] AOC House office — Committees and Caucuses. https://ocasio-cortez.house.gov/legislation/committees-and-
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Selected Source Disagreements / Reliability Notes

e Candidate status: media frequently describes AOC and others as “2028 contenders,” but Reuters and the
Washington Post both reported no formal Democratic entrants as of July/August 2026. This report therefore treats
all named Democrats as potential, not declared, candidates. [S16][S17]

e Polling: national primary polls and state polls differ because they ask different electorates and include different
candidate lists. The report does not average unlike surveys into a synthetic probability.

e DSArelationship: the national DSA leadership’s 2024 endorsement dispute and the 2026 NYC DSA endorsement
can both be true; they reflect organizational faction and level differences rather than a simple “endorsed/not
endorsed” binary. [S9][S13][S14]

¢ Delegate calendar: the DNC early-window sequence is final as of Aug. 15, 2026, but many post-early-window state
dates and delegate allocation details remain subject to state plans/law. [S18][S19]

Document Production Note

Original charts were generated from cited FEC and polling values. Al-generated editorial illustrations were used
only for visual context and are labeled as such; they are not documentary photographs and do not establish any
factual claim. This report was prepared for The American Newspaper and AmericanTV.
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